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N a t u r a l

Wonder
Fishing for Justice

People from all over
the globe come to hike
"priceless marvel" known
as the Tonto Natural
Bridge.

Rick Kubiak is just one
of the many volunteers
who have made it possi-
ble for the bridge to
stay open in this era of
state cutbacks. "There's
one or two tourists each
weekend from places
such as China, Germany,
and Scotland," Kubiak said. "I give, not so much tours, but a talk
about the heritage and interesting things down below,"

The 2,200 foot down and back hike on the Sowan Trail takes
about an hour — sans time for noting birds and wildflowers, and
enjoying the cooler breezes at the creek bottom while gazing at
the eroded travertine wonder, accessible in our own back yard.

Snow melt left the creek high forcing the closure of the Anna
Mae and Pine Creek Trails in /April, but they are expected to open
sometime in May when water depth decreases another foot. The
Waterfall Trail is open.

"I hear compliments every day about the quality of service
from the volunteers," Assistant Park Manager Steve Soroka said.

The bridge is open Thursday through Monday from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Admission is $5/person age 14 and older,,$2/ age 7 to 13,
and free under age 6. Arizona State Parks passes are available.

The fisherman (or woman)
who catches the biggest fish
by weight at the Justice
McNeeley Foundation Fish-
ing Tournament will win a
Minn Kota trolling motor val-
ued at $1,200.

The impetus? "Tis the sea-
son and we're big fishermen
around here," said sponsor
Mike Greer of Hat Creek
Electric.

The entry fee is $75. All
proceeds go to the non-profit
Justice McNeely Founda-
tion. The foundation pro-

vides medical, dental and
eye-care assistance to chil-
dren in need.

Tournament registration
will take place between 1
and 5 p.m., April 30 at Roo-
sevelt Lake's Cholla Boat
Ramp. The tournament be-
gins at 5 a.m. May 1.

"We're hoping to get about
50 boats," Greer said.

Prizes will be awarded at
the Rimside Grill in Pine
where the festivities start at
2 p.m. and last until closing
time. More info: 476-4575.

You only need to have an interest in beer to join the Rim County
Home Brewers. Log onto www.rimcountryhomebrewers.com to learn
more or to download the application. Craft brewers welcome.

| Craft brewing is about creativity and taste
The Babylonians made twenty different types of beer 6,000

i years ago, but Tom Piazza, brewmeister, is gaining on them.
I He can't tell you what his favorite is of the 15 craft beers he's
! personally made, however, it's a Scottish Ale that is ferment-
• ing in his keg now. It will soon be ready for members of the
i Rim Country Home Brewers (RCHB) club to taste.

Piazza wanted to expand his knowledge base when he in-
i vested in his first beer kit three years ago and he has never
• looked back.
i "Craft brewing has experienced a 7.2 percent growth in the
i past three years," he said.
j "The cost is cheaper, the beer is fresh and tastes better, "
j RCHB John Botkin said. "You aren't paying an ignorance tax
• for someone to put their name on the bottle or can."

European immigrants brought yeast to America. Conse-
i quently a lot of the American craft brews, from German
: Lagers to sweet Belgian dessert beers, are hybrids. Beer is
i made with higher quality yeast than bread, and is full of en-
•zymes, proteins and vitamins. Home brewers don't pasteur-
i ize, so the nutrition content remains higher than the pale Pils-
i ners cheaply mass-produced since WWII.
j As the saying goes: 'Craft beer gets consumed about sixty
• feet from where you brew it.'
: RCHB is more than 100 members strong and hosts four
: members-only events per year.
j At an April gathering with another club, "Omar" was about
; to win the iron pig for his succulent ribs. Before that could
j happen, a voice called out from across the yard filled with
: people and barbeque grills: "Beer is the new wine."








